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PREFACE. 


THE Sermon, originally publiſhed under 
1 this title, was penned on a very parti- 


cular occaſion, and in too great haſte for the 


difficulty and importance of the ſubject. 
The author's mind likewiſe was agitated at 
the time by the circumſtances in which he 
was placed: yet, amidſt theſe difadvantages, 
it was deemed neceſſary to print it verbatim 
as preached, except as ſome notes were 
20008, . | 
When therefore the occafion which re- 
quired the publication was paſſed, and the 
econd Edition, which had been called for 
in a few days, was diſpoſed of, he dropped 
all thoughts of reprinting it ; deeming it too 
perſonal, and too much adapted to ſpecial cir- 
tumftances, to anſwer the permanent purpoſes 
of a calm, deliberate, matured, and impar- 
tial treatiſe on the deep and myſterious 
ſubject. 9 9 8 8 0 N 3085 
He finds however, that the Sermon is 
frequently enquired for; and this has made 
him apprehenſive, leſt the circumſtance of 
its being out of print ſhould be conſidered as 
a dereliction of his principles. He has there- 
fore at length determined to publiſh anothet 
edition: but in doing this, while he adheres 
ſtrictly to the arrangement and /entiments Fa 
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the original Sermon, he deems himſelf at 


liberty to omit ſome things perſonal or oc. 


fional, to reviſe the ſtyle, and to make ſe- 
veral additions and alterations, in order to 
render it ſomething more adequate to the 
ends propoſed by the publication. 

The reader will perceive, that the prin- 


cipal difference betwixt the ſtatement here 


given of the doctrines in queſtion, and that 
of many modern Calviniſts, relates to Re- 
demption by the death of Chriſt, as being 
of infinite ſufficiency, and therefore i in ſome 
reſpects the common benefit of mankind. This 
view of the ſubject makes not the leaſt dif- 


ference, in relpect of the entire freeneſs of 


ſalvation by the ſovereign purpoſe and grace 
of God, made known in the effectual calling 
of his choſen remnant : while it gives the 
Preacher an, immenſe advantage in fulfilling 


the miniſtry of reconciliation, and yields the 


_ awakened ſinner the greateſt encouragement 
in applying to Chriſt for ſalvation.— On this 
ground we may fay to any human being, 


« Believe in the Lord Jeſus, and thou ſhalt 
« be ſaved.” But on the other plan, no one 


can know, previouſly to converſion, whether 
- the finner has any more right to rely on the 


merits and. mediation of Chriſt, than fallen 


angels have. 


The. Author earneſtly deſires the candid 
enquirer after truth, and all who dare to 
think for themſelves, to examine the paſſages 
quoted from Scripture in this Sermon, and | 


40 obſerve. accurately ee they do not 
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fully eſtabliſh his ſtatement ? Then let them 
weigh all. the other teſtimonies of holy writ 
with the ſamedeſign: and finally let them con- 
ſider what immenſe pains and ingenuity it re- 

" quires to explaina variety of texts in conſiſtency 

with the other ſcheme; with what confidence 

| and plauſibility opponents urge them againſt 

WY our doctrine; and yet how naturally they 

coincide with the view here given. To the 

; author they -give no trouble; they expreſs 

; his ſentiments, and in ſimilar circumſtances 

he ſhould uſe the ſame language. The ſtate- 

ment, here given, is by no means ew, or 

peculiar. He has proved. that the compilers 

of our liturgy held the ſame ſentiments. 

BB Many of his brethren at preſent coincide- 

> \ with him. The moſt eminent Calviniſt di- 

| vines in North America, -who have lived 

during the preſent century, view the ſubject 
in the ſame light: and abundance of teſti- 

monies of this kind, from every quarter, 

might eaſily be. adduced: but let the word 

of God decide. 7 4318-21 tn vaio 

The Author is not anxious about the claſs 

of profeſſed Chriſtians, among whom his bre- 

thren may rank him. No one of them is 
1 either right or wrong in every thing; and 
9 that which in one ſituation is diſgraceful, in 
þ  ____ another is deemed honourable. | But it ap- 
pPeears to him of great conſequence to ſhew, 
0 that theſe deſpiſed doctrines are ſcriptural, 
1 Rk. rational, holy, conſolatory, and . conſiſtent. 
with every other part of Chriſtianity : and 
Hat the objections commonly en 
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them, originate in miſapptehenſion of their 
nature and tendency; and may generally be 
traced back to diſtorted views given of them, 
or ſcandalous abuſes made of them. 

In ſome few places however, the terms 
Catvinif and Calviniſm, Arminian and Armi- 
-maniſm are retained ; not as. invidious diſtinc- 
tions, but for convenience and to prevent cir- 
cumlocution. It is a great miſtake: to ſup- 
poſe, that ſelf- righteous pride is peculiar to 
Arminians, or Antinomian laxity to Calvin- 
iſts. Pride and diſlike to the holy law of 
' God are alike congenial to our fallen nature: 


ſo that every man is radically of bimſelf both 


{elf-nghteous and antinonuan. No creed, 


as ſuch, will cure either of theſe diſtempers ; "2 


but regeneration renders us convaleſcent. Yet 
even true Chriſtians frequently hold and con- 
tend for doctrines which very inadequately 
1nJuence their own hearts and lives; nay, 
they often maintain errors, without being 


-proportionably ' injured by them. Hence 


many Calviniſts are prone to pride and ſelf- 
Preference; and many Arminians evidently 
humble. But the Chriſtian temper, where- 
ever found, even though a man expreſs him- 
ſelf, as we think, inaccurately, is vaſtly more 
valuable;; than the moſt exact notions with- 
out the mind which was in Chriſt Jeſus. 
On the other hand the Arminian is not at all 
ſecured from Antinomianiſm, nor the Calviniſt 
expoſed to it, by their ſeveral tenets: ſeeing 
both of them are Antinomian juſt as far as they 


OI, and. no turther; © becauſe the 


6 * carnal 
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© carnal mind is enmity againſt God; for it is. 


* not ſubject to the law of God, neither in- 
% deed can be.“ Perhaps ſpeculating Anti- 
nomians abound moſt among perſons pre- 
tending to be Calviniſts: but Antinomians, 
whoſe ſentiments influence their practice, 
ſwarm among ſuch as are really. Arminians. 


Does the reader doubt this? Let him aſk. 


any of thoſe multitudes,. who trample on 
God's commandments, what they think of. 
predeſtination and election, and he will 
lpeedily be convinced, that they are Armi- 
nians: yet they take occaſion from their no- 
tions concerning the mercy of God, to en- 
courage themſelves in impenitent wickedneſs. 
It would therefore be unſpeakably better, for 
all parties to examine ſuch ſubjects, with 
impartiality, meekneſs, and brotherly love; 


than reciprocally to cenſure, os and. 
condemn one another, 


May 2, 1798, 


him up at the laſt day. 


SERMON, @&c. 


Joux vi. g7—49- 


All that the Father giveth me, ſhall come unto 
me : and him that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe 
caſt out. | 


For I came down from Heaven, not to do mine 


oon will, but the will of him that ſent me. 


And this is the Father's will which hath ſent 
me, that of all which he hath given me I ſhould 
77 * but ſhould raiſe it up again at the 
2 AY. | . | by 

And this is the will of him that ſent me, that 


every one which ſeeth the Son, and believeti on 


him, may have everlaſting life; and I will raiſe 


A holy Scriptures, being the Word of God, 
are doubtleſs perfectly conſiſtent. Moſes and 
Samuel, David and Iſaiah, Paul and James, being 


merely the penmen of the Holy Ghoſt, muſt per- 
fectly harmonize in the truths they inculcate. Pre- 


cepts, threatenings, warnings, judgments, counſels, 
exhortations, invitations, promiſes, privileges, 
| hiſtories, examples, types, and parables, in di- 


vers methods ſubſerve the ſame great ends of in- 
ſtruction. They all diſplay and illuſtrate the ſame 
character of God, and of man; and impreſs the 
ſame ideas of fin and of holineſs, of time and of 


eternity, of happineſs And of miſery, They all 
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concur in diſplaying the glory of the divine per- 
fections in the diſpenſations of Providence in this 
world, and the final diſtribution of rewards and 
puniſhments in the world to come. And though 
theſe conſtituent parts of holy writ do not in all 
reſpects anſwer the ſame purpoſes, each has its diſ- 
tinct important uſe in the accompliſhment of one 
vaſt and uniform deſign. 5 5 
But though the Scriptures are in themſelves com- 
pletely harmonious; yet men do not readily per- 
ceive this harmony. Many imagine they ſee in | 
them numerous inconſiſtencies and contradiftions : | 
others, judging it imprafticable to reconcile the |! 
| Tacred penmen, give a partial preference to one | 
above another, and ſet them in oppoſition to each 
other, according to their ſeveral opinions. The [ 
various ſetts and parties, re Chriſtianity, ap- | 
peal to Scripture in proof of their diſcordant tenets; _, | , 
and multitudes, content with thoſe paſſages which 
ſeem to ſpeak the language of ſome favourite fyſ- 
tem, paſs over all the reſt as if nothing to the pur- ] 
poſe, or nothing to them, a mere caput mortuum 
in divinity, „ : | 
_ - Theſe things are notorious : but whence do they | 
ariſe? We allow, that the vaſtneſs of the defign 
revealed in Scripture, which has relation to things 
unſeen and eternal, and to the perfections of the © ; 
incomprehenſible God, muſt very far exceed the | 
capacity of our narrow minds, and cannot enter the 
underſtanding at once, nor be apprehended at one 
glance; and when viewed in parts, the unity is 
broken and the harmony obſcured : inſomuch that 
we may juſtly queſtion, whether any creature can 
perfectly comprehend the conſiſtency of the glori- 
ous plan, which Angels deſire to look down 
„into. — But other reaſons concur in producing 
Ts this 
The worthleſs inſipid maſs, that remains when the 
ſpirits are all drawn off by diſtillation ; or the merc-dro/s 
left in refining metals, 
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this diſcordancy of ſentiment. The Bible is a 
revelation from God to /enners : and it ſeems an 


apparent intention of the Holy Spirit, ſo to arrange 
and conſtitute this revelation, as to make trial af 
men's hearts Tand to diſtinguiſh betwixt the hum- 


ble teachable enquirer after the way of ſalvation, 


and thoſe who read the Scriptures with captious 
ſelf-ſufficiency in order to ſtart objections, with 


attachment to a party for weapons of angry con- 


troverſy, or with a worldly and ſenſual mind to 
find excuſe for their luſts. The way faring 


men, though fools, ſhall not err therein.“ But 


„ the Lord taketh the wiſe in their own craftineſs: 
„They received not the LOVE os THE TRUTH, 
+ that they might be ſaved : and for this cauſe God 
„ ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſion, that they ſhould 
« believe a he; that they might all be damned, 
„% who believed not the truth, but had pleaſure in 
« unrighteouſneſs?.” * Unto you,” ſaith our Lord 


to his enquiring diſciples, © it is given to know the 


„ myſtery of the kingdom of God: but unto them 
* that are without, all theſe things are done in pa- 
* rables ; that ſeeing they may ſee and not perceive, | 
„and hearing they may hear and not underſtand, 
« leſt at any time they ſhould be converted, and 
„ their fins ſhould be forgiven them. A My bre. 
thren, let us pray for an humble teachable ſpirit, _ 
which will avail us far more in underſtanding the 

Scriptures to the good of our own ſouls, than all 


the acuteneſs and learning in the world. In pro- 


portion as we poſſeſs this temper, and really love 
truth and holineſs, we ſhall eſcape theſe dangers, 
and perceive more and more the conliſtency of the 
word of God. | 3 


8 2. Theſſ ii. 10—12. 
2 IC. vi. 9, 10. Matt. xiii. 1315. Mark iv. 11, 12. 
Luke viii. 9, 10. John vii. 40, 41. Acts xxvüi. 25-27, 
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But as this diſpoſition is imperfect, and counter- 
acted by remaining prejudice and corruption, in the 
beſt of men; fo none of us perceive all that con- 
ſiſtency, which really ſubſiſts in divine revelation, 
A ſatis factory diſcovery, however, of the har- 
mony of Scripture 1s doubtleſs a good teſt of the 
degree in which we really underſtand divine things: 
and ever ſince the Bible became my peculiar ſtudy, 
this diſcovery has been my invariable objett. No 
arguments could procure my aſſent even to the 


doQrine of Zuſtrfication by faith in Chriſt alone; 


until I was ſatisfied of its perfect agreement with 


the honour of the divine law, and the indiſpenſable 
neceſſity of perſonal holineſs, and fruitfulneſs in 


good works, which I was ſure were every where 


inſiſted on in the ſacred volume. In like manner, 
my objections to the doctrines of per/onal election 


and final +14 pero were in ſuperable, till I was 


fully ſatisfied of their conſiſtency with exhortations, 


warnings, invitations, and perſuaſions on the min- 


iſter's part; and diligence, watchfulneſs, and 
ſtrenuous exertions on that of the people; which 
are far more ſpoken of in Scripture, than even theſe 


doctrines themſelves. At that time I was almoſt 


entirely ignorant of the ſentiments of modern Cal. 
vini/ts : and I am not ſenſible that any material 


| alteration has ſince taken place in my views of 
theſe dottrines, by all I have ſeen, or heard, or 


read. | 
What thoſe views are I feel myſelf called upon 
more fully to declare from the pulpit and the prels : 
that 1s, I confider it my duty at preſent to lay be- 
fore you and the publick, the ſubſtance of the 
dottrine I have preached, and K ſhall preach, 
God continues me 
among you. I ſay probably : for I truſt I am open 


to conviction and defirous of inſtruftion ; and poſſi- 
bly ſome perſon may point out erfoneous and un- 


{criptural tenets in this ſtatement of my ſentiments. 
| And 
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And whether he do it publickly or privately, as a 
friend or an enemy, provided he convinces my 
judgment that I have been miſtaken ; he ſhall cer- 
way have my thanks and acknowledgments for ſo 

oing. 

41 . in this view choſen a very copious text, 
but neither intend to enter particularly into the 
minutiae of explanation, nor to confine myſelf 
cloſely to it; but, according to a very {imple plan 
and method, to advert to a variety of other Scrip- 
tures as we proceed with the ſubject. I fhall 
therefore take occaſion from the text to obſerve, 

I. That Chriſt came down from heaven to exe- 
cute the Father's commiſſion. 

II. That this commiſſion hath a ſpecial referencg 
to thoſe, whom the Father hath given him. 
III. That all theſe, and none elſe, will come to 
Chriſt. 5 e 
IV. That he will moſt certainly receive all that 
do come to him. % Bind t: 
V. That his commiſſion reaches to the infallible 
and everlaſting ſalvation of the body and ſoul of 
every one, who is thus given to him and comes to 
him; or who ſees him, believes in him, and de- 
pends on him for ſalvation. 5 
VI. That all theſe obſervations are perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with many things which ſome profeſſed Cal- 
viniſts object to as Arminianiſm: and this will 
naturally lead me to cloſe with a brief application. 
And may God the Spirit open all our underſtand- 
ings and hearts to underſtand and receive his truth; 
and bleſs this deſign to the edification and eſtabliſh- 
ment of many ſouls; and the promoting of true 
godlineſs within us, among us, and around us.— 
I. Chriſt came down from Heaven to execute the 
Father's commiſſion. © I came down from heaven, 
% not to do mine own will, but the will of him that 
« ſent me. At might haye been ſuppoſed that this 
expreſſion, / came down from heaven,” would 
.— 8 create 


* 


according to in 


138 4 


create conſiderable difficulty to ſuch as look upon 
Chriſt as a mere man, who never was in heaven be- 


fore his aſcenſion: but criticiſm in the hands of 


an ingenious man is a magick wand, and nothing 


can ſtand before it! It is however greatly to be 


wiſhed, that theſe modes of interpretation had been 
conceded, as a kind of monopoly, to the Socinians, 


and had never diſgraced the writings of thoſe who 


call Jeſus their Lord and God, and profeſs to truſt 
in him alone for ſalvation. Oh, when will men 


- ſhew due reverence to the oracles of God, and ſup- 


pole that the Holy Ghoſt dictates proper language, 


which need not be tortured from its plain meaning 


in the cauſe of truth, whatever the intereſt of a 
party may require? | _ 
But let this hint ſuffice: we are I truſt other- 


. wiſe minded as to the divinity. of Chriſt. We 


profeſs at leaſt to believe, that © being in the form 


of God, he thought it not robbery to be equal 


with God: nevertheleſs he made himſelf of no 


reputation, and took upon him the form of a 


*« ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of man.” 


Originally he was no ſervant, and therefore no 


creature; for all holy creatures muſt be the ſer- 
vants of God: but he condeſcended to aſſume that 
character along with human nature. In this cha- 
rafter he ated on earth, and doth and will act in 
heaven till the day of judgment, by commiſſion, and 

* He came not to do 
„ his own will, but the will of him that ſent him;“ 
in which he not only is our Saviour, but“ hath 


left us an example that we ſhould follow his 


6s ſte 4. | Þ | 
7 We muſt not however ſuppoſe that there is any 


oppolition betwixt the will of the Father and that of 
the Son. He appeared on earth as man ; and by ſuch 


language he intimated that he acted not by human 


partiality, but according to the counſel of God. 


E 

It is likewiſe an accommodation to our infirmities, 
and ſerves to obviate our miſapprehenſions. 
But what is the general purport of this com- 
miſſion? Let us hear the word of God: This is 
«* a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to fave 
« ſinners.” © God fo loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
„ hieveth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
e laſting life. For God ſent not his Son into the 
% world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be ſaved.” * His blood is 
the propitiation for our ſins, and not for ours 
only, but for the ſins of the whole world.“ Had 
the penmen of the Scriptures been as ſcrupulouſly 
careful, to prevent even the appearance of deviating 

from exact ſyſtematical conſiſtency, as many mo- 
derns are, they would never have thus expreſſed 
themſelves.— For my part I dare not uſe any of the 
above-mentioned arts of criticiſm to narrow the 
obvious ſenſe of theſe and ſimilar texts: and as 
1 hope this day, previouſly to receiving and ad- 
miniſtering the Lord's Supper, to uſe the followin 
terms in folemn prayer, Chriſt by his own obla- 
tion of himſelf once offered, made a full, perfect, 
and ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation, and ſatis faction 
for the ſins of the whole world a;“ I would no 


more 
2 John i. 29. iii. 16—20. 1 Tim. i. 15. it. 5 6. 


2 1, I learn, to believe in God the Father, who hath 
made me and all the world. Ree | 
2. In God the Son, who hath redeemed me, and all. 
„% oo EN Ne | 
3. In God the Holy Ghoſt, who ſanctifieth me and 
all the cleft peofile of God. (Church Catechiſm.) | 
Here Election is ſuppoſed to be connected immediately 
with ſanctiſication, not with redemhtion: and this appears 
to me molt evidently the ſcriptural way of ſtating the 


E 


more contradict this ſolemn profeſſion from the 
pulpit, than I would preach againſt the ſeventeenth 
article reſpecting predeſtination.—The compilers 
of our Liturgy evidently thought both true, and 
conſiſtent with each other, and I am happy to coin- 
cide in ſentiment with theſe venerable characters. 
It will appear that none but the elect can eventually 
be benefited by the death of Chriſt : yet, there 1s 
a ſenſe of vaſt importance, in which it may be 
properly ſaid, and the Holy Spirit hath expreſsly 
ſaid, that his blood is the propitiation for the ſms 
of the whole world.“ 2 

The 


| þ-- 
ſubject; though it differs in ſome meaſure from many 
Calviniſt creeds and ſyſtems. 

* Chriſt was crucified to reconcile his Father to us, 
© and to be a ſacrifice, not only for original guilt, but alſo 
* for the actual ſins of men.“ (2d Article.) 5 

The offering of Chriſt, once made, is that perfect 
t redemption, propitiation, and ſatisfaction, for all the 
$ {ins of the whole world, both original and actual. (31ſt 
Article.) . is 1 | 

_ Hence it appears, that this was the deliberate judgment 
of our venerable reformers ; and that it is the fandard 
doctrine of our eſtabliſhed church. | | 


It is very well worthy of obſervation, that the Liturgy 
of the Church of England, though compiled by known 
Calviniſts, is moſt pointedly oppoſite to every degree 
and ſpecies of Antinomianiſm, The concluſion of the 
general Thankſgrving, a great part of the Litany, and 
innumerable other paſſages, might be adduced in illuſtra- 
tion of this remark. But the Colle& for the day, 
when this Sermon was preached, is ſo directly appoſite o 
the ſubject, that I ſhall inſert a part of it.— Stix up, O 
Lord, we beſeech thee the wills of thy faithful peoples 
that they plentew/ly bringing forth the fruit of good 
works, may of thee be plentcouſly rewarded,'—lt hath 
been much wondered how Socinians, Anans, or Armi- 
nians cap ſubſcribe our articles, or uſe our Liturgy : and 
it muſt be at leaſt equally ſurpriſing it any. Antinomians 
can do <ither the one or the other. 


* 


E 

The principal, though not the only, object of 
Chriſt's appearing in human nature, and living ſo 
many years a holy ſufferer, and dying in unknown 
agomes on the croſs, was to bring in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, and to make propitiation for iniquity ; 
as preparatory to his mediatory office in heaven, 
and his interceſſion for ſinners. The perfection of 
his arduous obedience, and the intenſeneſs of his 
complicated ſufferings, were doubtleſs of indiſ- 
penſable neceſſity, and of vaſt efficacy, in this plan 
of redemption: yet it was the union of the Deity 
with the man Chrift Jeſus in one myſterious perſon, 
which ſtamped its full value on this ſacrifice for 
ſin. But can any man, who believes the real 
Deity of Chriſt, heſitate to pronounce it an infinite 
ran/om ? Infinite honour was given to the divine 
law by his obedience, and infinite ſatis faction made 
to divine juſtice by his atoning ſacrifice*. And 
. through 


1 Even Calvin himſelf writes thus, He, (the Apoſtle) 
© maketh it the common grace of all men, becauſe it is 
* propoſed to all, not becauſe it is actually extended to 
Fall. For although Chriſt ſuffered for the fins of the 
© whole world; and is offered indiſcriminately to all men 
© by the goodneſs of God; yet all do not apprehend him.? 
(Rom. v. 18.) And again, + Chriſt ſuffered /uffciently for 
the whole world; but efficacioufly only for the elect.“ 
(1 John ii. 2.)—Indeed if human authority availeth any 
thing, it would be eaſy to adduce abundant evidence 
from the moſt reſpectable Calviniſt divines. 
Io this it is objected, that it does not conſiſt with the 

Juſtice of God that any ſhould periſh for whom Chriſt died. 
It is allowed, that Chriſt in dying for ſinners intended to 
ſave none but thoſe who eventually ſhall be ſaved. In 
reſpect of this intention, he ſays, © his blood was ſhed for 
“many for the remiſſion of fins :” and © he gave his life a 
« ranſom for many.” Yet in paying this ranſom, there was. 
not barely a ſufficient atonement made for them, but as it. 
 werea redundancy of merit ſutficient even for the ſins of 
all men: and in reſpect of this /uffciency, he is ſaid to 
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5 Chriſt to be communicated, according to the eternal pur: 


„ 
through this infinite ſufficiency, that hindrance, 
which aroſe from the perfect holineſs and righteouſ- 


neſs of God, and the inconceivable demerit of fin, 
is 


“give himſelf a ranſom for al; and to be “ a propiti- 
« ation for the ſins of the ꝛulale world. Peter therefore 
ſcruples not to ſpeak of thoſe, © who deny the Lord 
„that bought them and bring upon themſelves ſwift de- 
«© ftruction;” and Paul of “ deſtroying thoſe for whom 
« Chrift died,” It might be expected that ſyſtematical 


expoſitors would find out other interpretations of all theſe 


teſtimonies ; but the queſtion is, whether their interpre- 


tations are natural and obvious, and ſuch as they would 


deem admiſſible in different circumſtances? 5 
The idea of Chriſt paying exactly /o much for one, and 


fo much for anotlier, and ſo much for each; and then add. 


er ſums together, and forming a large /imited ſum, 
juſt ſufficient to ranſom the elect, appears unſcriptural, 


and gives a degrading view of the glorious ſubject. An 


all-ſufficient atonement was made at once, and an immea- 
ſurable fulneſs of mercy and grace is treaſured up in 


poſe and counſel of God. Every believer receives from 


this fulneſs: others remain under condemnation, not 


through defect of merit in Chriſt, but throughtheir own 


impenitency and unbelief. | 


It would not have conſiſted with divine juſtice to have 


ſaved ſinners without an atonement ; as it appears from 
the Apoſtle's reaſoning; (Rom. iii. 25, 26 :) otherwiſe. 


perhaps we ſhould have been raſh in aſſerting it. But 


where is it written, that God cannot conſiſtently with 
_ Juſtice condemn any unbeliever? or that he is in juſtice 


bound to give faith to any man, becauſe of the ranſom 
Chriſt paid? Doubtleſs he will fulfil his whole counſel, 
and fave all he intended to fave. But previouſly to 
faith in Chrift, no finner hath any claim upon his offend- 


ed Sovereign: afterwards the divine faithfulneſs and 


mercy are his ſole and ſufficient ſecurity; and it ſeems 


to be a deduction of human reaſoning, not any doctrine 
of divine Revelation, to aſſert, that even a believer can in 


fri juſtice claim eternal falvation on the account of 


_ Clviſf's atonement. 


* 
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is once for all entirely removed: ſo that it would 


be no impeachment of the purity of the divine 
character, no deduttion from the honour of the 


law, and no abatement of the horror and hatred 
which we ought to conceive againſt fin ; ſhould 


_ . God through Chriſt pardon all the ſinners who now 


live, or who ever ſhall live, on earth. 


In love that ſurpaſleth knowledge, the Redeemer 


having executed this part of his commiſſion, aroſe 


from the dead, and aſcended into heaven, there in 


glory at the Father's right hand to complete the 


grand deſign ; and hath all power and authority in 


Heaven and earth, and all the fulneſs of the Spirit, 


at his diſpoſal for that purpoſe: and this deſign 


conſiſts in pardoning, ſanctifying, defending, and 


bringing to perfect holineſs and felicity, all without 


exception who come to God through him. But 


this leads us to ſhew, 
II. That CarrsrT's commiſſ.on has a ſpecial re- 


ference to thoſe whom the Father hath given to 


Aim. 
Though no obſtacle from divine juſtice to the 


falvation pf any ſinner, or of every ſinner, now re- 


mains: yet an hindrance equally inſuperable, ex- 


cept by omnipotent grace, is found in the depravity 


of our fallen nature. The ſun is created, and placed 
in the open firmament, tor the common benefit of 
mankind ; there is in that luminary no defect of 
light, nor would there be any were innumerable 
additional millions to ſhare the benefit. Yet 
ſome men do not ſee; not from any defef in the 
ſun, but from one in themſelves. God, who is no 


_ debtor to his creatures, gives the bleſſing of ſight 


* 


to whom he will: but if he withhold or withdraw 


it, the man is bemghted at noon-day, 


| Chriſt was lifted up upon the croſs, (like the 
brazen ſerpent on the pole,) and is held forth in the 
preached goſpel, for all the ends of the earth to 
* Jook unto, and be ſaved.” This may Rey | 
Ry # 
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be called the common benefit of mankind : there is 
no defect of merit, of mercy, or of. grace in him; 
nor would be any if millions as numerous: as the 


ſand ſhould receive out of his fulneſs. But the 


want of a right di/poſitton of heart, which fallen 


man has not, which God alone can give, but which 


he may juſtly withhold from a rebellious ſub- 
ject, effectually prevents the ſalvation of all who 
do not receive it. The caſe is parallel: except 
that bodily blindneſs is not generally in any ſenſe 


a man's fault, or a defect in his moral character; 


whereas the want of humility, ſpirituality, and 
love of God is /n, original ſin, the fruitful parent 
of all other ſins, in fallen men and fallen angels. 


Let the bleſſings of the Goſpel be fairly pro- 


poſed, with ſolemn warnings and preſſing invita- 
tions, to two men of exactly the ſame character and 


diſpoſition; if they were left to themſelves in en- 
tirely ſimilar circumſtances, the effect muſt be 
preciſely the ſame. But behold! while one proudly 


ſcorns and reſents the gracious offer; the other 


trembles, weeps, prays, repents, believes! Who 
+ maketh this man to differ from the other? or what 
„ hath he that he hath not received?“ The ſcrip- 


| tural anſwer to this queſtion, when properly un- 


derſtood, decides the whole controverſy. Human 


depravity produces different effects in vaſt variety, 
and gathers 32 by habit: but, in its root and 
nature, it is the ſame and equal in all men. This 


can be effectually overcome by nothing except a 


new creation, a © Work wrought by the exceeding 
„ greatneſs of that mighty power, which raiſed - 
46 Ghrif from the dead. For I do not now argue 


with ſuch as oppoſe the doctrine of original ſin. 
In the caſe before ſtated, the man who proudly 


ſcorned and reſented the offer of free ſalvation 


from merited perdition; had this work been 


wrought in his heart by the energy of the Holy 
Ghoſt, would certainly have Embraced it: and wo 
2 the 
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E 
the other who believed been left to himſelf, he 
would as certainly have rejected it. This diſtin- 


er grace is previouſly neither deſerved 


nor defered by either of them; it might juſt'y 
have been withheld from both; but it is graci- 
ouſly communicated to one, and not to the other, 


by a ſovereign God, © according to the counſel of 
his own will.“ He, and he alone, © hath made 


„one to differ from another.” Now, was this di- 
tinction intentionally made by the ſovereign Diſ- 
poſer of all things, or was it not? If intention- 
ally ; was that intention firſt conceived at the mo- 


_ ment of execution, or premoufly? It premouſly, 


why not from eternity? Indeed, if any of the 
works of God, when actually accompliſhed, be 
righteous, holy, wiſe, good, and faithful; the eter- 


nal purpoſe of performing them muſt have been 
equally righteous, holy, wiſe, good, and faithful: 


unleſs it can be wrong to determine to do right; 
becauſe that determination was formed long before 


2909 it was executed! If it conſiſts with divine_juſtice 
and goodneſs to leave one ſinner to periſh, and to 
fave another equally guilty by an att of ſovereign 


grace and power; it muſt have been equally con- 
ſiſtent with juſtice and goodneſs to decree the 


deſtruction ot the one, and the ſalvation of the other. 


In ſhort, the two doftrines; that of man's entire 


depravity,” and that of © a new creation unto holi- 


nes by the ſole energy of the Holy Ghoſt, without 


any help, and notwithitandingevery hindrance, from 
nature, can never conſiſtently be ſeparated from 
that of per/onal election nor upon this ground 


can a ſatis factory reaſon be given, why any are 
ſaved and ſanctified, but this!“: that God hath 
„ choſen us in Chriſt before the foundation of the 

„world, that we ſhould be holy, and without blame 


* before him in love: having predeſtinated.us unto 


the adoption of children by Jeſus Chriſt unto 
ii I C --. 4 hamſelf 


: Epheſians, i. 4-7. 
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$*-himſelf, according to the good pleaſure of his 
will; to the praiſe of the glory of his grace, 
hereby he hath made us accepted in the Be- 
* loved; in whom we have redemption through his 
_ * blood, even the forgiveneſs of our ſins.“ 

__ *« Known unto God are all his works from the 
beginning of the world.” In his unſearchable 
Judgments ; (Oh how deep are they.!) doubtleſs for 
wile and righteous purpoſes, though not clearly 
diſcernable by us purblind mortals, he was pleaſed 
to permit the firſt entrance of ſin, the fall of Adam, 
and the depravation of the human race. It ſuits 
not my preſent limits to deſcant on this ſubject ; 
I may ſcarcely pauſe to drop a tear for the aweſul 
cCataſtrophe. But that man is fallen and depraved, 
that the whole world heth in wickedneſs,” all 
we ſee, hear, read, or experience demonſtrates, and 
all confirms the teſtimony, of God in Scripture to 
this humbling doctrine. Udet deſtitute of love to 
the holy character of God, deſire of his favour, de- 
light in his ſervice, gratitude for his benefits, or re- 
gard to his glory, man is univerſally diſpoſed to 
1nordinate idolatrous ſelf.- love, and love of world] 
objects. Mlis own honour and glory he ſeeks, his 
own imagined excellences he admires, his crimes 
he vindicates or excuſes; he aftetts to be at his 
own diſpoſal, wiſhes to be independently his own 
carver, and would have all others admire and 
honow him as much as he does himſelf. At 
the ſame time he alſo idolizes worldly objects: 
The luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the 
pride of life, he chuſes as his portion. "Theſe 
are his good things for which he moſt ardent] 
thirſts, on which he mainly depends, and in which 
he places his chief felicity. Hence eventually pro- 
ceed all unrighteouſneſs, licentiouſneſs, and un- 
godlineſs, according to the different conſtitutional 
propenſities, educations, and habits of different men. 
„The law of God is weak through the fleth,” and 
N 5 5 = cannot 
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cannot reſtrain their impetuous deſires. Im the pur- 
{uit of their ſelf exalting or carnal projects, the will 
and worſhip of God are negletied, the rules of jul- 
tice; truth, and benevolence violated, and every ex- 
ceſs committed. But the wrath of God is re- 
'«« yealed from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and 
unrighteouſneſs of men; and eternal puniſh- 

ment is annexed to the tranſgreſſion of this hol 
law by him © to whom vengeance belongs: and 
when this is made 2 to the proud rebel, his 
neglect and contenſpt iſſue in enmity againſt the 
holy character, perfect law, and righteous judgment 
of God; „ becauſe the carnal mind is enmity 
* againſt God; for it is not ſubject to the law of 

God, neither indeed can be; ſo then, they that 

are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God.“ | 

This ſtate of the human race God foreſaw; and 
he, who alone is competent to eſtimate the ten- 
dency of ſuch a temper of heart, and the malignity 
of ſuch a conduct, evidently conſidered all men. 
both as meriting eternal miſery, and as vellels of 
« wrath fitted for deſtruction.“ 5 | 
Redemption by the blood of Chriſt was a moſt diſ- 
' tinguiſhed part of his original plan. He was the 
Lamb ſlain from before the foundation of the 
„world.“ Whatever other method God in his infinite 
wiſdom could have deviſed for his own glory in the 
falvation of ſinners, this was doubtleſs the beſt ; for 
it was actually choſen. But this plan can have na 
foundation except in the humiliating truth ; that 
all men were ſo exeedingly guilty and deferving 
of everlaſting miſery, that it would have been de- 
rogatory to the juſtice and holinefs of God to have 
been reconciled to any of them, or to have reſcued. 
any of them from deſtruction, except through the 
imerpoſition of ſuch. a- ſacrifice, as that of © kis: 

*« well beloved Son in whom he was well pleaſed.” 
It man deſerves not en, deliverance from 
2 S 
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it is not of grace but of debt. And though eter- 
nal life muſt in ſtrift propriety of language be an 
unmerited gift of God to any of his creatures: 
yet, as far as we know, it might have been honour- 
ably given to us, had it not been that man was ſo 
guilty and God fo holy, that without the atonement” 


made by the death of the divine Saviour, it would 


not have conſiſted with his holineſs to fave ſo vile 
a rebel. If this be not ſo, then Chriſt is dead 
in vain.” 1. 
But if the proud, carnal, ungodly heart of ſinful 
man is enmity to a holy God, and diſdains the 
authority, diſlikes the eee e abhors the ſen- 
tence of that holy law which condemns him to 
eternal puniſhment for his crimes; if the goſpel, 
ſhews the malignity of ſin, and the deſert of every 
ſinner in tlie moſt conſpicuous light; if it maintains 
the authority, magnifies the precept, and vindicates 
the juſtice of the ſentence of the law; and if it 
gives no quarter to any ſin, ſaves no man in his 


ins but from all fin, and to all that very holineſs 
which the law demands, writing the law in the 


6 heart;”” could it be reaſonably ſuppoſed, that 
man would not alſo hate and quarrel with the 
affronting, though moſt merciful, meſſage of free 
ſalvation? It might have been previouſly ex- 
pected, and matter of fact indiſputably proves, that 
the unadulterated goſpel, notwithſtanding it's ſur- 
35 5 1 Th priſing 


If ve could not by other —_—_— prove the juſ- 
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fice of God in the damnation of finners, the method of 
Redemption would alone demonſtrate it. And it is 
more our intereſt, and more becoming us, to ſubmit to 
his righteouſneſs, and apply for his mercy ; than in the 
midſt of our ignorance and blindneſs, to ſpend our time 
in vain reaſonings upon a ſubject, for which we are incom- 
petent; and in making objections to thoſe appointments 
which are unalterably determined whether we ſubmit to 
them or no. 
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1 
priſing largeneſs and freeneſs of grace and love, 
is more offenſive to the proud rebel than the very 
law itſelf, and excites more enmity and blaſphemy. 


Nor need we heſitate to aſſert that every individual, 
left to himſelf, would as infalhbly have either neg- 


lected and oppoſed, or perverted and abuſed, the 


goſpel, as he has broken and quarrelled with 
the law. From this ſource eſpecially have ariſen, 
all the perſecutions of Chriſtianity which in man 
ages and places have raged ; all the indifference 
and contempt which have n and all the 
innumerable corruptions of Chriſtianity which 
have been deviſed, to render it more palatable 
or tolerable to the pride or to the luſts of men. 
Foreſeeing this as the inevitable conſequence of 
leaving the goſpel to take its own courſe in the 
world ; knowing that all would rejett or abuſe it 
to their deeper condemnation ; the Lord did not 
conſider himſelf bound in juſtice to afford ſuch ob- 
ſtinate enemies any further grace, but judged 
that he might r7:gAteoufly have left them all to the 
conſequences of their perverſeneſs. He is no man's 
debtor, he doeth no man injuſtice, he puniſheth 
no man who hath not deſerved it, nor any one above 
his deſervings: and however men may now dare to 


find fault, all his dealings will be ſhewn moſt glo- 


rious in wiſdom, holineſs, truth, and love, and 


every mouth will be ſtopped” in “ the day of 
„ wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgment 
of God, who will render unto every man accords - 
ing to his deeds.” 5 4 

But where none has any claim, may not the great 
Ruler of the univerſe beſtow his unmerited favours 
on whom he will? Is he alone reſtricted from 
*« doing what he will with his own?” Seeing that 


none either deſerve or deſire mercy in his apoint- 
ed way, but all harden themſelves in impenitent 
and obſtinate rebellion ; in high ſovereignty he de- 
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clares, “ I will have mercy, on whom I will have 
** mercy, and I will have compaſſion on whom I will 
have compaſhon. So then it is not of him that 
** willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
** ſheweth mercy.''—* Therefore he hath mercy on 
++ whonrhe will have mercy, and whom he will he 
„ hardeneth.”' Not but that all who are ſaved do run 
and ſeek ; and ** eyery one that ſeeketh, findeth; 
but God's mercy takes the lead; his preventing 
grace hath produced this willingneſs ; and therefore 
the ſinner wills, runs, ſeeks, and finds: whilſt 
others, left to themſelves: and to their own luſts, 
and to Satan's temptations, meet with thoſe things 
in the righteous providence of God, which harden 
them more and more to their deſtruction. 
Doubtleſs the Lord acts with the moſt perfect 
wiſdom in making this difference among ſinners : 
but he deigns not to inform us of his reaſons; and 
who are we, worms, rebels, and enemies, that we 

ſhould expect it from him? 55 
When therefore he appointed his beloved Son, 
(his Elect whom he had choſen”) for ſalvation to 
the ends of the earth: that his grace might not be 
fruſtrated by man's perverſeneſs, as otherwiſe it 
muſt have been; while he ſaw good to leave others 
under the condemnation of the law, and through 
3 240 the 


1 © The condition of man after the fall of Adam is 
1 ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf, by his 
* own natural ſtrength and good EO to faith and call- 
ing upon God, Wherefore we have no ſtrength to do 
good works pleaſant and acceptable unto God, without 
t the grace of God by Chriſt preventing us, that we may 
* have a good will, and working in us when we have that 


good will,” (10th Art cle.) 


a Mori out your own ſalvation with fear and trem- 
* bling ; for it is GoD, which: worketh in you to will and 
4 gt his yood pleaſure,”,. (Phil. ii, 22, 13.) 


E WJ 
the tendency of their evil nature to rejett the goſ. 
pel, „ from the beginning he choſe“ a people 


* unto ſalvation, through ſanctification of the 


Spirit, and belief of the truth; whereunto he 
« calls them by the goſpel, to the obtaining of the 


glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.“ — Theſe are the 


perſons ſpoken of in the text, as © given unto 
« Chriſt” by ſome myſterious tranſaction, (accord- 
ing to our low apprehenſions, ) betwixt the Father 
and the Son, when he undertook the work of re- 
demption:. With an eſpecial intention of ſavin 

this“ remnant according to the election of grace, 


Chriſt ſhed his precious blood. I lay down, ſays 


99 


he, © my life for the ſheep.” His death was a 


ſufficient atonement for all: this forms an encou: 
ragement for any; and Teaves every one without 


excuſe who negletts ſuch great ſal vation through 
pride and love. of ſin.- But he foreſaw who would 


eventually partake of this infinite ranſom, and for 


them he ſpecially paid it. Theſe are his even be. 
fore their converſion: © Other ſheep,” ſays he, 
*« I have, which are not_of this fold: meaning 
the unconverted gentiles When as loſt ſheep 


they 
12 Theſſ. ii. 11. 14. 


2 © Predeſtination to life is the everlaſting purpoſe of 
God, whereby (before the foundations of the world 
* were laid) he hath conſtantly decreed by his counſel, 
* ſecret to us, to deliver from curſe and damnation thoſe 
* whom he hath choſen in Chriſt out of mankind, and to 
* bring them by Chriſt to everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels 
* made to honour. Wherefore they, which be endued 
* with fo excellent a benefit of God, be called according 


* to God's purpoſe by his Spirit working in due ſeaſon ; 


they through grace obey the calling; they be juſtified 
freely; they be made ſons of God by adoption; they 
be made like the image of his only begotten Son Jeſus 


__ * Chriſt; they walk religiouſly in good works; and at 


length, by God's mercy, they attain. to everlaſting feli- 


. * 
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clares, “ I will have mercy, on whom 1 will have 
** mercy, and I will have compaſſion on whom I will 
have compaſhon. So then it is not of him that 
** willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
„ ſheweth mercy.— Therefore he hath mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he 
** hardeneth.”” Not but that all who are ſaved do run 
and ſeek; and every one that ſeeketh, findeth; 
but God's mercy takes the lead; his preventing 
grace hath produced this willingneſs ; and therefore 
the ſinner wills, runs, ſeeks, and finds: whilſt 
others, left to themſelves and to their own luſts, 
and to Satan's temptations, meet with thoſe things 
in the righteous providence of God, which harden 
them more and more to their deſtruction “. 

Doubtleſs the Lord acts with the moſt perfect 
wiſdom in making this difference among ſinners: 
but he deigns not to inform us of his reaſons; and 
who are we, worms, rebels, and enemies, that we 
ſhould expect it from him? +7 
When therefore he appointed his beloved Son, 
(„ his Elect whom he had choſen”) for ſalvation to 
the ends of the earth: that his grace might not be 
fruſtrated by man's perverſeneſs, as otherwiſe it 
muſt have been; while he ſaw good to leave others 
under the condemnation of the law, and through 
1 | | 53 the 


The condition of man after the fall of Adam 1s 
© ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf, by his 
* own natural ſtrength and good works, to faith and call- 
* ing upon God, Wherefore we have no ſtrength to do 
good works pleaſant and acceptable unto God, without 
the grace of God by Chriſt preventing us, that we may 
* have a good will, and workirig in us when we have that 


# good will, (ioth Art cle.) 


a * Fork out your own ſalvation with fear and trem- 
* bling; fer it is Gov, which worketh in you to will and 
40, oi is good pleaſure,” (Phil. ii. 12, 13.) 


9 1 


the tendency of their evil nature to reject the goſ. 


pel, from the beginning he choſe“ a people 
* unto ſalvation, through ſanctification of the 
„ Spirit, and belief of the truth; whereunto he 
calls them by the goſpel, to the obtaining of the 
glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.'**—Theſe are the 
perſons ſpoken of in the text, as given unto 
« Chriſt” by ſome myſterious tranſaction, (accord. 
ing to our low apprehenſions,) betwixt the Father 
and the Son, when he undertook the work of re- 
demption :. With an eſpecial intention of ſaving 
this © remnant according to the election of grace, 


Chriſt ſhed his precious blood. I lay down, fays 


he, © my life for the ſheep.” His death was a 


ſufficient atonement for all: this forms an encou- 
ragement for any; and leaves every one without 
excuſe who negletts ſuch great ſal vation through 
pride and love. Lin. But he toreſaw who would 
eventually partake of this infinite ranſom, and for 


them he ſpecially paid it. Theſe are his even be. 


fore their converſion: © Other ſheep,” ſays he, 


„ have, which are not_of this fold: meaning 


the unconverted gentiles When as loſt ſheep 


they 


1 2 Theſſ. ii. 11. 14. 


F Predeſtination to life is the everlaſting purpoſe of 


God, whereby (before the foundations of the world 


were laid) he hath conſtantly decreed by his counſel, 


* ſecret to us, to deliver from curſe and damnation thoſe 
whom he hath choſen in Chriſt out of mankind, and to 
bring them by Chriſt to everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels 
made to honour. Wherefore they, which be endued 
* with fo excellent a benefit of God, be called according 
* to God's purpoſe by his Spirit working in due ſeaſon : 
they through grace obey the calling; they be juſtified 


freely; they be made ſons of God by adoption; they. 


* be made like the image of his only begotten Son Jeſus 


* Chriſt ; they walk religiouſly in good works; and at 


length, by God's mercy, they attain. to everlaſting feli- 
city, $15 e 


* 
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they are wandering in the ways of deftruftion, he 
providentially ſends his miniſters to thoſe places 
where each of them reſides, that by them he may 
ſeek- and fave them, and bring them home to his 
fold: — and notwithſtanding oppoſition from others, 
and their own diſcquragement and purpoſes of e- 
moral, he continues them in their ſtations till his 
— . 8 — — 

Purpoſes are accompliſhed. *© Be not afraid, but 
«© ſpeak, and hold not thy peace, for I am with thee, 
* and no man ſhall ſet on thee to hurt thee ; or = 
* have much pope in this city,“ ſaith he to perſe- 
cuted Paul at Corinth, concerning the licentious 
inhabitants“. And for theſe he eſpecially inter- 
cedes, and not for the world. God, who is rich 
ein mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved 
« us even. when dead in fin;—hath quickened 
us together with Chriſt—For by grace are 
« ye faved, through faith; and that not of yours. 

« ſelves; it is the gift of God:. —— Thus he 4 
| ſeparates his elect by new- creating grace, and | 
makes them a willing people in the day of his pow: 
er, in:the. beauties of holineſs.” *+ We ourlelves 
« were {ſometimes fooliſh, difobedient, . deceived; 
« ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, living in ma- 
« hce and envy, hateful and hating one another. 
Rut after that the kindneſs and love of God our 
% Saviour towards man. appeared; not by works 
« of righteouſneſs which we have done, but ac- 
« cording to his mercy he ſaved us, by the. waſhin 
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy.Ghoſt.” 
He hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy call- 
ing. not according to our works, but according to 
his purpoſe and grace, which was given to us in 
« Chriſt Jeſus before the world began 3.” Others 
are invited, but theſe only are made willing to 
come; the reſt make light of it and go their ways 
to other more favourite purſuits. This leads me, 


III, 


Acts xvii. g, 10: Eph il. 1 10. 
3 2 Tim. 1. 9, Tit. Ul. 2—9 | 
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III. To obſerve, that' all theſe ſhall come to 
Chriſt, and none elſe will. 1 | 
This is illuſtrated by the decree of Cyrus to the 
_ captive Jews. Who is there among you, of all 
his people? his God be with him, and let him 


go up to Jeruſalem.” This was general for all. 
But many had got comfortable ſettlements at Ba- 
bylon; and they cared not enough for the aſhes of 
the holy city, or for the intereſts of religion, to en- 
counter the perils and hardſhips of ſuch an expe- 
dition. Who then eventually availed themſelves 
of the king's unlimited permiſſion? * All they, 
** whoſe ſpirit God had raiſed to go, and none 
elſe. The others might and could, had they had a 
wilhng mind, but they had not, and therefore they 
went not, Nor would any have gone, had not 
God interpoſed to make /ome of them willing *. 

May not ſinners come to Chriſt? How runs the 
proclamation? * How long ye ſimple ones will ye 
« love ſimplicity, and the fcorners delight in their 
% ſcorning, and fools hate knowledge? Turn you 
at my reproof; behold, I will pour out my 


Spirit unto you; I will make known my words 
* unto you.“ Ho, every one that thirſteth, come 
ye to the waters: and he that hath no money, 

come ye, buy and eat; yea, come buy wine and. 


© milk, without money, and without price. Where. 


fore do ye ſpend your money for that which is 


not bread? and your labour for that which 
s ſatisfieth not?“ Seek ye the Lord while he 
* may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 


let the wicked forſake his way, and the unrighte- 
* ous man his thoughts, and let him return unto 


A: he the 
" Rars2.::1 2 . 


21 refer the reader to a letter of Archbiſhop-Uſher's, 
for a more full diſcuffion of this point; and for this and 


ſeveral other illuſtrations and arguments. It may be 
| ſeen in the © Theological Miſcellany, for May 1786.” 


2 Prov. i. 22, 23. 
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eſtneſs; As I live, 
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*the Lord, and he will have mercy on him: and 
* to our God, and he will abundantly pardon !.“ 
„% Now then we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as 
though God did beſeech you by ns, we pray yow 
in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled' unto God.” 
We beſeech you,—that you receive not the grace 
of Godin vain 2.“ Let him that is athirſt come; 
„and whoſoever wrll, let him take of the water of 
life freely. Who is excepted by name or cha- 
racter in theſe general proclamations ?—Chriſt com- 
Plains of men, that * hey will! not come to him, 
that they might have lle; and he thus pathe- 
tically laments over Jeruſalem, How often would 
{© I have gathered thy children, as a hen gathereth 
«her chickens under her wings, and ye would not. 
Jehovah ſays with the greateſt ſolemnity and earn- 

Fe no pleaſure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn 
from his way, and live. Turn ye, turn ye, from 
« your evil ways; for why will ye die ?''— Juſtice 
indeed demands the execution of the criminal ; but 
the merciful Prince, as it were, ſheds tears; Whilſt 
as a matter of. neceflity, (if he will maintain the 
honour of his kingdom, ) he ſigns the death-warrant. 
The reaſon of the deſtruction of ſinners: is there- 
fore thus ſtated:— Becauſe I have called, and ys 


K refuſed, I have ſtretched forth my hands, and no 


„man regarded; but ye have ſet at nought all my 
„ dcounſel, and would none of my reproot:: I allo 
will laugh at your calamity, and mock when 
your fear cometh.” 

But ſinners cannot. obey the call. This-is a truth, 
if truly underſtood. They are under a moral, not 
a natural inability, Is this diſtinction uſeleſs and 
unintelligible? Is there no difference betwixt a 
covetous wretch, who with a full purſe hath'ng 


heart ;. and. a compaſhonate man who hath 2 


| money, 


1 Iſaiah lv. 1=3.6, 7. 3 Rev.xxil. 17. 
a 2 Cor, V. vi. On | 4+ Prov. ls 24— 3 3. 
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money to relieve a fellow- creature in diſtreſs ? 
Both are effectually prevented, but the one from 
humpelf, the other by an external hindrance. Every 
generous man at once indignantly condemns the 
one, and wholly juſtifies the other. When the 
cCaſe is put, diveſted of all falſe colouring, the one 

could if he would, and the other would if he could. 
It is ſaid of God that he cannot lie. But whence 
ariſes this impoſſibility ? Surely not from external 
reſtraint, but from the perfection of his efſential 
holtneſs. Satan cannot but hate his Maker. Not 


becauſe of outward force put upon him, but 


through the horrid malignity of his diſpoſition *. 
Sinners 


" Tf there be no real difference betwixt the want of 
natural faculties, and the want of moral diſhoſations ; there 
can be nothing culpable even in Satan's oppofing God, 
and endeavouring the deitruction of men; for it is as 
impoſhble at leaſt” that he ſhould do otherwiſe, as that 
ſinners ſhould perfectly obey the law, or of themſelves 
repent and believe the goſpel: and if they are excuſa- 
ble, Satan is conſequently ſo too. Indeed, on this ſup- 
pofition, all characters are reduced to a level; for in ; 5M 
portion to the degree of evil diſpoſition, or moral inability 


to good, evil actions become excuſable; and by parity 


of reaſon, in proportion to the degree of moral excellency 
of diſpoſition, or of moral inability to evil, good actions 
being unavoidable become leſs praiſe worthy. Thus, 
the more inwardly holy any man is, the leſs eſteem is his 
piety, juſtice, and charity entitled to; for he can ſcarcely 
do otherwiſe. An Angel, as confirmed in holineſs, is 
ſtill leſs entitled to commendation ; for in /ome ſenſe it is 
impoſſible he ſhould do otherwiſe than be holy. He 
camot fin. And through zeceſſary excellency of nature, 
it is ſtrictly impoſſible God ſhould do any thing incon- 
ſiſtent with the moſt conſummate wiſdom, juſtice, truth, 


and goodneſs. He cannat: and ſhall we ſay, this ina- 


bility (which is the incammunicable glory of his nature) 
. renders him leſs entitled to our admiring, adoring, grate- 
ful love, than otherwiſe he would ba? 

3 Every 
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Sinners cannot be —_ ſtoop ſo low, and 
P 


to leave ſo much, as the goſpel requires; they can- 

| not 
Every one muſt ſee what confuſion would be intro- 
duced into civil and domeſtick concerns, if no regard 
were paid to this diſtinction, and an inveterate propen- 
ſity were allowed as an excuſe for crimes; and it intro- 
duces equal perplexity into all our diſcourſes on divine 
things; becauſe it runs directly counter to all our rules 
of judging characters and actions. A good outward action 
without the lea correſhondent difhofition, is in reality mere 
hypocriſy : as the diſpoſition to good and averſion to evil 
increaſe, good actions have more genuine fincerity, and the 
character more amiableneſs. When we can ſay with 
the Apoſtles, © We cannot but do,” fo, and ſo e are 
entitled to as much eſteem and approbation as mere men 
can be. This moral inability to evil is much ſtronger in 
Angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect; and 
therefore we are taught to look forward to ſuch a holy 


- eſtate and temper as the ſummit of our wiſhes and de- 


fires : and God himſelf who, being under no reſtraint, 
but doing his whole 3 cannot but be perfectly 


and unchangeably holy, is propoſed as the object of 


ſupreme love, admiring gratitude, and adoring praiſe. 
On the other hand, a bad action, if done without in- 
tention, or the leaf? diſſition to ſuch moral evil, is deemed 
purely accidental, and not culpable, When it 1s con- 
trary to a man's general diſpoſition and character, and 
the effect of ſudden temptation, it is conſidered as more 
venial than when the effect of a rooted diſpoſition: and 
for a criminal to plead, I am ſo propenſe to theft and 
cruelty, that I could not help it, would be to condemn 
himſelf as the vileſt miſcreant, not fit to live, in the opi- 
nion of judge, jury, and ſpectators. OT: 
'There can be no difficulty in proving that this diſtinc- 
tion is implied throughout the Bible, and has its founda- 
tion in the nature of things; and ſo far from being novel, 
at is impoſſible that a rational creature can be unac- 
2 with it. No man ever yet mifed the diſtinction 
etween the fick ſervant who could net work, and the lazy 
ſervant who had no heart to his wer ; that is betwixt na- 
MY „ tural 
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not be willing to part with every luſt, to renounce. 
the warld. and deny themſelves, to take up their 


croſs and follow Chriſt ; and without this willing- 
ne/s they cannot be his diſciples. This is the real, 
and the only hindrance. Were they once willing, 
they would aſk, and God would give them, all 
the reſl. | - 

Do they not come. becauſe theſe bleſſings were 
not intended for them? No man out of hell ean 
pollibly know this reſpecting himſelf ; and yery few 
habitually think it. God's ſecret purpoſes and open 
declarations perfectly coincide; But ſecret things 
„ belong unto the Lord our God, and the things, 


« which are revealed to us; (a diſtinction not ſuf- 


ficiently attended to:) the former are not, and can- 
not be, the rule of our conduct, but the latter are; 
and theſe exclude none, but ſuch as will! not come 
to the Goſpel-teaſt *. Eſau ſold his birth-right for 
one morſel of meat. Now in fact the Lord did not 
intend that birth-right for Eſau, but for Jacob ; 


but this, not being the motive of Eſau's conduct, 


formed no excule for it. He is condemned in 


Scripture as profane, a deſpiſer of his birth-right, 


and an example of one who repented not till it 


i * a was 


tural and moral inability : and no man could govern even 


his domeſticks in a proper manner, without continually 
adverting to it. „ 
But', ſay ſome, human nature now muſt be laid low, 


and grace exalted,” Which lays human nature loweſt ? To 


rank him among the brutes who have no power, or among 
fallen ſpirits who have no diſigſition, to love and ſerve 


God? Or which moſt exalts grace? To fave a wretch, 


who could not help thoſe crimes for which he is con- 


demned to hell: or to fave a rebel, who was willingly 
an enemy to his Maker, and perſiſted in that enmzty, till 


Almighty power, by a pew. crxeatian, overcame his ob- 
ſtinacy, and made him willing. to be reconciled ? 


| Matthew xxill, 3. Luke xiv. 18. 
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was too late; and he is propoſed as a warning te 
us, not to deſpiſe or abuſe the mercy of God, leſt 
our doom ſhould be irreverſibly determined.“ Proud 
contempt of a free ſalvation, idolatrous love of 
earthly objects, and profane diſregard for ſpiritual 
bleſſings, are the real motives ef men's rejecting 
the goſpel; and therefore no unknown purpoſe of 


God is allowed as an excuſe. Tis true, the Ele& 
were of the ſame diſpoſition, and had they been 


left to themſelves, would have made the ſame 
choice: thus * boaſting is excluded,” and God 
appears glorious in juſtice in condemning ſinners, 
but more glorious in grace in ſaving believers. 

No man can come to me,” ſaith our Lord, in 
the diſcourſe from which our text is taken, ** ex- 
* cept the Father which hath ſent me draw him.” 
“ They ſhall be all taught of God; every man 
* therefore, that hath heard and hath learned of 
* the Father, cometh to me.” Wee are here in- 


tormed how this otherwiſe inſurmountable hin- 


drance is removed. Men. are drawn by rational 
inducements, not forced by external violence: 
and this drawing is effected by the communication, 
not of new faculties, but of new_diſpoſitions and di{- 
coveries, which give a new direction_to_the judg- 
ment, deſires, and affettions. They are taught of 
God, and learn of the Father, who both opens the 
eyes of their underſtanding, takes the veil from 
their heart, and cauſes his light to ſhine upon them, 


and within them. Frequently after long patience 


with them, and preſerving them during their ungodly 
courſe of life ; in ſome caſes, when they are grown 
more determined in wickedneſs than ever, and it 
might be ſuppoſed they were nigh unto deſtruttion; 
by his Holy Spirit he ſhews them his glorious ma- 
jeſty and holineſs, their relations and obligations to 
him, and the authority, extent, and reaſonableneſs 
of his law. Thus he convinces them of fin, of 
44 righteouſneſs, and of judgment; and ues 
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the eternal world to their view in all its tremendous 
importance; till alarmed at their danger, they trem- 


ble at his word, and take warning “to flee from the 


„% wrath to come.“ Their terror is accompanied 


by humilietion and penitent remorſe, when the 
Holy Spirit teaches them the odious nature and 
dreadful tendency of ſin, and the vileneſs of their 
own conduct and character: and then every kind and 
degree of reformation and amendment prove utterly 
inſuſficient to appeaſe their diſquieted conſciences. 
While others, after awakenings, take ſhelter in 
this refuge of lies, they are taught to exclaim, 
We are all as an unclean thing, and all our righ- 


teouſneſſes are as filthy rags.” Thus by deſpair 


oi atoning for the paſt, or juſtifying themſelves 


before a holy God, by ſuch unholy ſervices, they 


are made cordially willing to accept of a. free ſal- 


vation. 


ment of a holy God, without conformity. to his ho- 


— — 


except from him; and they learn to prize ſancti- 


fication by the Spirit, as highly as redemption 
by the blood of Chriſt. When ſuch important 


concerns engroſs their minds, worldly objects ſeem 


diminiſhed, and they learn to deſpiſe them, and 


to count them as_nothing in. compariſon of the 
lalxatięen of their fouls: thus they become willing 
to deny themſelves, to forſake all, and to follow 


Chriſt, bearing their croſs: whillt others-periſh in 


| . the 
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the vain attempt of ſerving God and Mammon, 
and reconciling the intereſts of time and eternity. 

In this manner the hindrances, ariſing from the 
pride and carnal paſſions of the heart, being effica- 


ciouſly removed, men readily learn under ſuch a 
Teacher, the grand leſſon without which all others 


would be uſeleſs, and to which all elſe are ſubor- 


dinate. We muſt mention one thing before ano- 
ther; but it is not neceſſary to determine in what 
order theſe leſſons ſhall be taught, or whether more 
ſpeedily, or more gradually. But in his own time 
and manner, the divine Spirit will teach every elett 


_ perſon, the nature, truth, and glory of the goſpel 


of Chriſt ; and ſhew him, that in the divine Savi- 
our, in his righteouſneſs, ſacxiſice, interceſſion, 


— — — 
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| His diſtreſs improperly ; and ſtill ſeeks for mote 


earneſtneſs and deeper humiliation. He will take 


no denial, yield to no giſcouragement, and be fatiſ- 


fied with nothing ſhort of ALL that Chrifl. died to 


purchaſe, and is exalted to beftow;. pardon, righte- 
ouſneſs, holineſs, liberty, victory, and eternal 


life. Thus all, whom the Father hath given unto 


Chriſt, being taught and drawn of God, come 


unte him, receive him, and walk in him. 


But 1s this our experience, or 1s it not ? It 1s for 
ſubſtance, though with circumſtantial variations, I 
truſt, the experience of all true Chriſtians :- and yet 
I fear many, who are zealous for orthodox doc- 
trines, continue ſtrangers to this method of comin 
day by day to Chriſt for his complete ſalvation." 
IL proceed, | | 


IV. To obſerve that Chr:/t will moſt certainly 


receive all who come unto him. This is here moſt 


emphatically declared,“ him, that cometh unto me, 


« I will n no wife caſt out; and the double nega- 
tion in the original is ſtill more expreſſive.” Had 
the vileft ſinner, who ever trembled with the deſper- 


ate apprehenſions of having ſinned beyond all reach 
of mercy, been allowed to draw up a clauſe tor his 


D 3 Fs OWN 


As the godly conſideration. of predeſtination and 
our election in Chriſt is full of Iweet, pleaſant, and un- 


ſpeakable comfort to godly perſons, and ſuch as eel in 
* themſelves the working of the Spirit of Chriſt, mortifying 
© the works of the fleſh, and their earthly members, and 
drawing up their minds to high and heavenly things; as 
© well becauſe it doth greatly eſtabliſh and confirm their 
faith of eternal ſalvation, to be enjoyed through Chriſt, 
as becauſe it doth fervently kindle their love towards 
© God: ſo for curious and carnal perſons; lacking the 
Spirit of Chrift, to have continualty before their eyes 
© the ſentence of God's predeſtination, is a moſt danger- 


sous downfall, whereby the devil doth thruſt them either 


into deſperation, or into wretchleſinets of unclean living, 


* 20 leſs perilous than deſperation. (17th Article J- 


r Err 
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own encouragement in coming to the Saviour, he 
could ſcareely have worded it more favourably. 
Imagine the baſeſt character, which ever diſgraced 
humanity and ſcourged the world ; one grown 
hoary in multiplied rapines, murders, adulteries, 
rapes, and unnatural luſts; and breathing out per- 


Juries and blaſphemies, as if ambitious of pre- 
eminence in profaneneſs: if even this man truly 


come tò Chriſt, © he will in 2o w/e caſt him out. 


Suppoſe the moſt conſummate villainy, to the very 


verge of life, carried on under the broad vizor of 
deſigned hypocriſy ; or ſome wretch, emboldened 
in fin by the very goſpel itſelf, who had given 


ſuch ſcandal, that thouſands in hell ſhould curſe 


him as the occaſion of their perdition; or ſome 
vile apoſtate, ſome Judas, who had betrayed and 
{old his Lord. If even ſuch perſons really come 


to Chriſt, in the manner that hath been deſcribed, 


he will, he can in no wiſe caſt any of them out.” 
He cannot; not from a natural, but a moral ina. 
bility : He cannot deny himſelf : He cannot alter 
the word, that is gone out of his lips. I determine 
not whether they ever do actually come, or whe- 
ther it is much to be expected that they ſhould ; 
for * there is a fin unto death” and * tis impoſſible 
to renew ſome unto repentance.” But did they 
come, even at the laſt hour, they ſhould “zn no 
i wiſe be caſt out; for there is nothing in the 
conſtitution of the goſpel to exclude them from 
mercy. Should there then be one preſent, who 
is ready to deſpair, and trembles to approach the 
mercy ſeat, becauſe he expects and dreads a re- 


pulſe; let him make the trial, and plead the ” 


promiſe, and wait the Lord's time. in- his- way ; 
and he ſhall find, that neither aggravated guilt, nor 
ſtrong corruptions, nor 1nveterate evil habits, can 
exclude him from this full and free ſalvation. 


No man has the leaſt occaſion in ſuch circum- 


ſtances to enquire previouſly, whether he be elett, 
which he cannot poſſibly know in this ſtage of his 
experience. 
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experience. He needs only to aſk himſelf; am I 
fincerely willing to be ſaved from fin, and all its 
_ conſequences, in the humbling ſelf-denying method 
of the goſpel? Do I believe that Jeſus, and he 
alone, is able thus to ſave me? do I apply to him 
and truſt in him Tor theſe things? and am I ſo Wil- 
ting, as to obſerve his directions, and uſe the means 
he hath appointed. for that end? Every approach 
to a temper and. condut ſo oppoſite to corrupt na- 
ture muſt be from ſome kind ox degree of influ. 
ence. of the Holy. Spirit; and what ever looks 
ike it ſhould be in a meaſure encouraged. But as 
many promiſing appearances are blighted, and the 
Scripture ſpeaks of ſuch as © had been partakers of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and had taſted the good word 
* of God, and the powers of the world to come, 
** who yet fell away: we are conſtrained to add 
that not every operation of this kind is that good 
work, which diſtinguiſhes the choſen people of 
God.—Nay, probably few periſh, where the word 
of God is fully preached, without many awaken- 
ings, many fears, many deſires, yea, and many fee- 
ble endeavours, which are all ſubdued and extin- 
guiſhed through the love of fin. © Strive to enter in 
at the ſtrait gate; for many, I ſay unto you, ſhall 
6 ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be able.“ Yet as far 
as there is any tendency to good in theſe things, 
they are to be aſcribed to a good cauſe: and not 
only “ hating the light, and acting in defiance of 
their own conſciences, but alſo © reſiſting the Holy 
+ Ghoſt,” will be found among the b eee of 

{in in many that periſh, at the day of judgment. 
Nor are they who are ſaved, free from the ſame 
guilt : but in them grace proves victorigus; and 
though reſiſted, by invincible efficacy it gains 
the alcendency.— This diſtinguiſhing work of God, 
will in time ſhew itſelf, and make it evident that 
the man was drawn and taught of God in coming 
to Chriſt. Hence, when all are invited, none will 
come but they who are 'wilhng none are willing, 
| but 
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But as made w:{/:ng.by Gad: he makes none wil 

ling but Ne clect: he would have all encouraged, 
who are willing: He will have all ſinners left with- 
out excuſe: No one can know his election, but by 
his vocation ;: nor his vocation, until he hath actu- 

ally come to Chriſt : and there is no way to anſwer 
theſe ends, but by free and urgent invitations, con- 
netted with warnings, inſtructions, exhortations, 
and expoſtulations. If this ſtyle of addreſs be not 
adopted, you © quench the ſmoking flax, and break 

- * the bruiſed reed: for the trembling ſinner will 
be apt to ſay, if any poor ſinner, may not come, 
how can I know that I may? For I know not 
that I am elect But if exery.gneuus apvucd, 
then I may come, and now Iam keartily willing, 
* and this gives me encouragement.” | 

Many. are zealeus for the ſyſtem, who under- 

ſtand not the arguments by which it is maintained: 
But he that does, will allow: that this queſtion 1s 

the very knot of the whole controverly ; who. 4 
makes a man willing to be ſaved in the method of. a 

the goſpel"? If any natural prefcrable diſpoſition, q 

| or any improvement of nature, contribute to pro- 

duce this wellingne/s, then the doctrines generally 

called Arminianiſm muſt be true, and boaſting muſt 

. be introduced. But if God alone produce this. 1 

| willingneſs without any help, and notwithfianding Wa 1” 

every eee from man's evil nature, then the 

grand principles of Caluiniſin are etabhiſhed, and 

boaſting is excluded. Do not miſtake my meaning. 

Notions in the head do not always ſuitably influence 

the heart and conduct. Many of thoſe who are 

| called, and who call themſelves, Armimians, are 

: far enough from boaſting, nay, are remarkably. pious 
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II fay, in the methed of the ge/jiel: For every man is 

willing to be ſaved from miſery and made happy, if it 

may but be in ſome way of his own, either favourable to 
his pride, or to his love of ſin. | 


la) 

and humble: and too many Calviniſts are haughty, 
dogmatical, cenſorious, and contentious. But 
a humble believer in Jeſus is a brother, and en- 
titled to our cordial love, though he cannot ſub- 
| ſcribe our whole creed. | 
| This however being the real queſtion, it con- 
_ tains nothing that militates againſt invitations : we 
invite al{ that will to come to Chrift for has lalua- 
tign; and as it is not neceſſary to make any limitation 
in reſpect of the unwilling, who ſuſhciently diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves; ſo we give the invitation in all 
reſpetts genera] and. unengumbered— As many as 
ye ſhall find bid to the marriage. My fellow ſin- 
ners, if you are willing, you will apply toour merci- 
ful Saviour, and you ſhall find mercy and grace: but 
if any of you are not willing, raiſe no ſlander againſt 
him; charge him not with unwillingneſs, but be 
3 the fault is entirely your own. -I proceed 
then, 1 
V. To obſerve that Chriſt's commi ſſton reacheth 
to the infallible and everlaſting ſulvation of the 
body and ſoul of every individual, who 1s given to 
lam, ſees am, and believes on um. This is the 
„ Father's will which hath ſent me, that of all, 
*+ which he hath given me, I thould loſe nothing, 
but ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt day. And 
this is the will of him that ſent me, that every 
one which ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
5+ ſhould have everlaſting lite, and I will raiſe him 
up at the laſt day.” Indeed this unavoidably fol- 
lows from all that hath been already diſcourſed; 
and likewiſe from the unchangeable wiſdom, faith- 
tulneſs, and love of God; and from his promiſe, co- 


venant and counſel, confirmed with an oath: 


that by two immutable things, in which it was 
*+* impoſhible for God to lie; we might have a ſtrong = 
** conſolation who. have fled for refuge to lay hold 
upon the hope ſet before us; which hope we 
have as an anchor of the ſoul both ſure an * 
0 | | aſt. 
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«© faſt?.''—* Whom he did foreknow, he did alſo: 
5 predeſtinate to be conformed to the image of his. 
** Son.—Moreover whom he did predeſtinate them 


* he alſo called: and whom he called them he alſo 
« juſtified, and whom he juſtified them he alſo glo- 


** rifed. What ſhall we-ſay then to theſe things? It 
Sad be for us, who can be againſt us? He that 


** ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for 
us all, how ſhall he not with him freely give us all 


* things ? Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 


God's elect? It is God that juſtiſieth. . Who 
* ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt? For I 
* am perſuaded that neither death, nor life, nor an- 
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 2 
preſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us 
from the love of God, which is in Chnft Jeſus 
our Lord?.” To object, that though nothing 


elſe can, our own ſin may ſeparate us from Chriſt, 


is a mere evaſion ; for nothing. has any tendency 
to ſeparate betwixt Chriſt and the believer but ſin, 
or as it powerfully tempts him to fin. 

In like manner Peter c6nfirms the doctrine of his 


& beloved brother Paul,“ at the very opening of his 
firſt epiſtle, which begins in this manner To the 


1 ſtrangers.—elect according to the fore-knowledge 


« of God the Father, through ſanQtification of the 


Spirit unto obedience, and ſprinkling of the blood 
5+ of Jeſus—Grace unto you and peace be multi- 


© plied. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 


«© Lord Jeſus - Chriſt, - which according te his 


% abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a 


„lively hope, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt 


« from the dead; to an inheritance incorruptible, 
« and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in 
«4 heaven for you, who are kept by the power of hr | 

1 | | 5 _ ©-tarough- 
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* through faith unto ſalvation" ” And again, Unts 


** you that believe he is precious; but unto them that 


* be diſobedient, the ſtone which the builders diſ- 


allowed, the ſame i 1s made the head of the corner; 


and a ſtone of tumbling and a rock of offence, 
even to them which ſtumble at the word being dif- 


* obedient, whereunto at/o they were appointed. 
Hut ye are a c n generation, aroyal prieſthood, 


* an holy nation, that ye thould ſhew forth the 


praiſes of him, who hath called you out of dark- 
„ nels into his marvellous hght *. For God had 


not appointed them to wrath, but to obtain ſalva- 
„tion by our Lord Jeſus Cariſts.“ Thus like- 


wile ſays another Apoitle, * Of his own will, be- 

e oat he us with the word of truth; that we ſhould 
« be a kind of fri irmits of his creatures“. And 
our Lord himſelf ſays, “ My theep hear my voice, 
„and I know them, and theytollow me; and I give 
* unto them eternal lite, and they ſhall never periſh, 
neither ſhall any piuck them out of my hand. 


My Father who gave them me, is greater than all, 


e and none is able to pluck them out of my Fa- 


„ ther's hand. I and my Father are Ones.“ The 
only way, in which Satan, or any other enemy, can 
endeavour to pluck the ſheep out of Chriſt's hand, 


is by tempting them to wilful and final apoſtacy: 


but in this attempt every enemy muſt be unſuc- 
ceſsful, according to the obvious meaning of ſuch 
exprels and abſolute promiſes: and if this conclu- 


{ion may not be deduced from them; both theſe, 
and all the other numerous Scriptures, which are 
calculated to give a ftrong conſolation to them Who 


flee for refuge to Chriſt, not providing againſt this 


ny danger, mean juſt nothing at all. 
What though many profeflors apoſtatize! Who 


can warrant their preceding lincerity ? © They 


went 
"x pet. i 1. I. Comp. Luke xxii. 22. 
2 1 Pet. ii. 710. Theſſ. v. 9. 
James 1, 18. John x. 27—zo0. 


„ 

&« went out from us, becauſe they were not of us,“ 
ſays one Apoſtle. There muſt be hereſies (falſe - 
teachers and falſe doftrines) ** that they that are ap- 
proved may be made manifeſt,” ſays another. 
But ſurely this is not applicable to all who decline 
an their profeſſion! Let us then ſuppoſe the perſons 
in queſtion, not to be apoſtates, but backſliders. 
Can we. poſitively 195 this or that man dies impe- 
nitent? Such deciſions belong te God not us. 
Without all doubt if a profeſſor run into notorious 
in, or throw up his religion and live and die impe- 
nitent, he will periſh everlaſtingly : for he alone, 
Who continueth unto the end ſhall be ſaved.” 
The doctrine of final perſeverance is not at all con- 
cerned in this caſe; [2 the man's apoſtacy is the 
detection of his hypocriſy: and the only queſtion 
is, whether God hath not in his word ee 
preſerve all real believers from thus finally depart- 
ing from him? | : 
Except a man be truly converted, he can only 
perſevere in open ungodlineſs or in hypocriſy : 
except he have ſcriptural evidence of his conver- 
ſion, he cannot warrantably conclude any thing con- 

cerning his perſeverance: and if a profeſſor while 
living in habitual fin, or in a negligent and flothful 
manner, encourages himſelf by this dottrine, he is 
guilty of aweful preſumption: Mut the true Chriſ- 
tian, habitually and ſincerely abiding in Chriſt, and 
- walking in all his ordinances and commandments ; 
+ amidſt his ſharp conflicts with corruption and 
- temptation, and his fears of future-confequences, 
- may find a moſt reviving cordial: to refreſh his 
= drooping ſpirits, and renew. his Strength ; from the 
» aſſurance that Chrift will make him at length męre 
than conqueror, and * preſerve him from every evil 
„work unto his heavenly kingdom.” n 
I pe ſtony-ground hearers, however flouriſhing, 
having no root in themſelves, muſt one day wither 
away. The ground overgrown with thorns, the 
| „ | emblem 
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emblem of worldly profeſſors, will “ bear no fruit 

to perfection. But they who receive the feed in 
good ground, in an honeſt and good heart, made 
ſuch by divine grace, will © bring forth fruit with 
* patience.” - * Whoſoever drinketh of the water 
„ that I ſhall give him,” ſays our Lord to the 
woman of Samaria, meaning eſpecially the Spi- 
rit of life and holineſs, ** ſhall never thirſt, but 
the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall be in im a 
„well of water, ſpringing up into everlaſting life.“ 
It will ſpring up in all holy affections, and flow 
forth in all holy thoughts, words, and actions, until 
it iſue in- eternal glory. *. * 

he real Chriſtian is generally very far from 
thinking he. has attained perfection. As a poor 
ſinner he ſtill feels abundant cauſe for the daily exer- 
ciſe of repentance and faith; and he daily needs the 
free mercy of the Father, the precious blood of the 
Son, and ell 1 ſupplies of the grace of the Spirit. He 
has occaſion for conſtant watchfulneſs and prayer: 
and he often wants reproof and chaſtiſement. Sea- 
ſons of ſlackneſs and inſtances of tranſgreſſion, he 
has to mourn. over : and if he ſteps farther out of 
the way, his ſecurity lies in the following promiſes 
and eee « As many as the Lord loves he re- 
„ bukes and chaſtens.“ They ſhall be my peo- 
ple, and I will be their God; and I will give 
them one heart and one way, that they may fear 
me for ever, for the good of them and of their 
children after them: and I will make an ever- 
© laſting covenant with them, that I will not turn 
away from them to do them good, and I w:// put 
* my fear into their hearts, that they ſhall not 
% depart from me *.' For in this manner the Lord 
brings back his offending children with weeping 
and ſupplication. The * perſeverance of all, 
who hold certain doctrines, relate plauſible experi- 
ences, or make a credible profeſſion, cannot be 


20 „5 made 
John iv. 14. wi. 37=39% Jer. xii. 36—40. 
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made to conſiſt with matter of fact. Bat the final 


perſeverance of the true penitetit believer in Chriſt, 


who is delivered from the doramign_of fin; who 


aich in Chriſt hath in fome degree over- 


come the world, and aſpires after a more complete 


victory; who has learned to hate all ſin, and delight 
in the law of God, and is hungeting and thirft: 


ng 
aller righteouſneſs, is doubtleſs a truth of God's 
word. Vea, without a peradventure, the meaneſt, 


treble, true believer on earth ſhall infallibly * be 


kept by the power of God, through faith unte 


*« ſalvation,” * For this is the will of him that 
«« ſent me, that of all whom he hath given me I 
% ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up again 


* at the laſt day. 


And this leads me, | e 3 
IV. To obſerve, — Nat all this 1s perfectiy 


J-conjiſtent with many things which ſome object 


to, as Arminianiſm. It is ſurpriſing to hear 


ſome, who profeſs themfelves Calvinifts, in doubt 


whether their principles be conſiſtent with the 
government of the world by rewards and pu- 


niſhments, propoſed as motives to the hopes and 


fears of mankind. Surely if the Bible do in any 


part teach thoſe doctrines which are denominated 
Calviniſm, they muſt implicitly pervade the whole 


of it; and we can have no occaſion to have recourſe 
to an oppoſite ſyſtem in order to explain any part 
of the ſacred volume! For what reaſon can any 
one ſuppoſe that puniſhment is leſs deſerved on 


theſe principles than on the other? The fore- 


knowledge or ſecret purpoſe of God is not the 
effective cauſe, or inducing motive, of any man's 
rebellion, impenitence, and rejection of the goſpel; 


and therefore cannot form an excafe for them, or 

render his condemnation leſs juſt. This decree 
neither deprives a man of any thing good which he 
either poſſeſſed or merited, nor pats any evil difpolk 
tion into his heart. The Lord merely determines to 


leave 


39 ] 


leave the ſinnor to himſelf; without any eficacionsz 


invincible, unmerited interpoſition, to prevent him 


from deſtroying himſelf by bis voluntary wicked- 


neſs and obſlinacy. On. the other hand, a man 
muſt de viate very far indeed from the whole ſcheme 


of Chriſtianity, who ſuppoſes that the reward of 


a believing ſinner is merited. Many Arminians 
allow as expreſsly, though not. perhaps quite fo 
conſiſtently, as the Calviniſts, that the reward is 
not of debt but of grace. Fear of future puniſh- 
ment, yea, hope of future reward (though blind and 
preſumptuous) anſwer, even reſpecting thoſe who 
eventually periſh, important purpofes in God's 
Providence, exactly the ſame upon one ſcheme as 


the other. They are not effectual for the ſalvation 


of the ungodly 7 but they keep menkind. in ſome 
meaſure ot order, and prevent much wickedneſs : 


for what a world would it be, were all the wicked 


entirely liberated from the fear of future puniſh- 
ment; or wholly deſperate! At the fame time the 


Lord, in calling his Elect, and in preferving them 


in his ways, draws them on, and effects his purpaſes 
of love, in a conſiderable degree, by means of their 
hopes of future happineſs and fears of future mi- 
| "What then is there in theſe doctrines inconkiſt+ 
ent with charging guilt upon men's conſciences; 
warning them to flee from the wrath to come; lay- 
ing open the law as the miniſtration of condemna- 
tion; calling upon ſinners to repent and believe the 
goſpel; and exhorting them to ** labour for the 
„ meat, which endureth unto everlaſting life, to 
++ ftrivg to enter in at the {trait gate,” to ſearch the 


Scriptures, to pray, to preſs into the king- 


„dom of heaven, to forſake their fins, and to 
4+ ſeparate from ſinners ?” ITheſe are the appointed 


m e which, in all ages have been gwned of God "OT 


or the convittion-of fingers: and though; without 
ſupernatural grace, they prove inſufficient to over- 
888 | * come 
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come man's ſtrong corruption, yet they are ſuitable 
means; as ſuitable as ploughing and fowing to 
procure the crop, though here alſo God alone can 
give the increaſe ; ſo ſuitable, that in the mouth of 
the priſoner Paul they made even a proud Felix 


tremble, and almoſt perſuaded Agrippa to be 2 
Chriſtian. 9 | 


What is there inconſiſtent with inviting ſinners to 


come to Chriſt ; with warning them not to neglect 
{uch great ſalyation, nor to'retuſe him that fpeaketh ; 
or with declaring that it ſhall be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah, than for thoſe who reject the 
goſpel? What inconſiſtent with exhorting men to 
examine themſelves whether they be in the faith; 
and to* look diligently leſt any man fail of the grace 
of God; „to give dihgence; to make their 
calling and election ſure: and to be careful that 
no man deceive them, and that they do not deceive 
themſelves? What inconſiſtent with diſtinguiſhing | 
between the true Chriſtian and the falſe profeſſor; 
with exhorting Chriſtians to adorn their profeſſion ; 
to plorily God, to let their light ſhine before men; 

to be faithful in the unrighteous mammon ; to re. 
deem their time; to walk circumſpectly; to be- 
ware of growing negligent; to preſs forward, and 
to be ready. to ever goo ? What incon- 
fiſtent with declaring that hereby we know the 
children of God, and the children of the devil; 
every one that doeth not righteouſneſs, is not of 
„God.“ Every one that committeth ſin is of 
* the devil ? © LED 1 | 
Finally, what is there inconſiſtent with diſcourf- 
ing to Chriſtians very particularly — the 
Chriſtian temper and walk; concerning relative 
duties, and all other duties; and admoniſhing, per- 
ſuading, reproving, beſeeching, exhorting them, in 
every method, and by every motive, to walk 
«worthy of God, who hath called them to his 
+ kingdom and glory?” There muſt be a vaſt 
$5.55 Ahh e diſadvantage 
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diſadvantage in arguing againſt theſe things, which 
are ſo fully handled in the Scriptures, and are ſo na- 


turally expreſſed in ſcriptural terms: and if we 


be proved inconſiſtent, we have this conſolation, 
that every penman of the ſacred. Scriptures will 


| ſhare the ſame cenſure. But in one word, are 


means any part of God's plan-“? If they are not: 
the argument not only concludes againſt practical 
preaching, but againſt all preaching : and we may 
as ſenſibly give over ploughing our fields, eating 
our food, and taking medicine *. But if means 
as well as ends are provided for in the divine 
counſels; then theſe dottrines form as firm a 
foundation for all exhortations, inſtructions, warn- 
ings, invitations, and expoſtulations of the preacher; 
and for all diligence, and watchfulneſs, and activi- 
ty of the hearer, as the oppoſite tenets : and ſo long. 
as I believe them zrue, I ſhall have no doubt but 
they give us an advantage in enforcing all theſe to- 
355 oy 785 picks; 


: That is, Did God predeſtinate the end with or wwith- 
aut reference to the means, by which he intended to ac- 


 compliſh the end: 


The Apoſtle Paul was aſſured, in a viſion, that the 
life of every individual who failed with him ſhould be 
preſerved : yet afterwards he declared as poſitively, That 
except the ſeamen continued in the ſhip, they could 


* not be faved.” (Acts xxvii. 24. 31.) Was the event 


then doubtful? Was there any alteration in the purpoſe 
of God ? Was the Apoſtle inconſiſtent? Or did thepaſ- 


ſengers act rationally, when, without heſitation, or any 


accuſation of the Apoſtle as inconſiſtent, they went and 

cut the cords, and let the boat fall into the ſea, thus de- 

feating the intention of the ſailors?? 
This was (as a friend obſerved to me) common ſenſe, 


which is a very different thing from the vain reaſonings - 


of men in matters of religion. The truth is, God deter- 
mined to ſave the lives of Paul and thoſe that failed with 


him; but he determined to ſave them in his preciſe man- 
ber, and in no other; and the means were as infallibly decreed A 


as che even. 


e 


picks; for I fhall not eaſily be convinced that 
error ſubſerves holy practice, and truth ſubverts 
21. Indeed, beſides the native tendency of theſe 
means, there appears a more cloſe connection of 


the means with the bleſſing, from the conſideration 


that the ſame Lord who inted them, hath prg- 
miſed the bſefling, and inclines the heart to uſe them. 
And now in applying the Tubje& I would ob- 
ſerve, , 5 | | | 


1. That while numbers argue with the greateſt 


vehemence againſt the points in queſtion, and 
groundleſsly charge them with implying the moſt. 


diſhonourable thoughts of God, and tending to the 
moſt pernicious conſequences: others are ready 
to ſay, in extravagant zeal, to any one of greater 


moderation, If you really believe theſe doctrines, 


why do you preach them ſo ſparingly, cautiouſly, 


and practically ?'—I would deſire ſuch a man care- 
fully to ſtudy even..Paul's Epiſtles, and to anſwer 
the objection himſelf. Perhaps he may thus find 


that there is not a leſs proportion on ſuch ſubjedts 


in our ſermons and publications, than in his writ- 


ings ; and that he as carefully guards them from 
abuſe, and connects them as much with holy prac- 
tice, as we can do. We generally meet with a few 
verſes in an Epiſtle upon the doctrines in queſtion ; 


a much larger proportion upon the perſon, love, and 


ſufferings of Chriſt, and on faith in him; and whole 


chapters upon a holy life and converſation ; and if 
we do not in the ſame manner proportion, guard, 
and connect them, hypocrites will abuſe them, infi- 
dels will deſpiſe them, and the weak will be ſtum. 


bled by them. Indeed they are not at all proper 


ſubjects for addreſſes to ſinners, to prejudiced 


hearers, or newly-awakened perſons ; and are ſel- 


dom if ever found in Scripture explicitly thus ad. 
dreſſed: but a great part of our more 2 miniſ- 
try is exerciſed among ſuch perſons. 
| be thought carne! policy to adapt our diſcourſes to 


the 


et it not then 
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the occaſions and wants of the hearers, while noa 
thing inconſiſtent with truth is ſpoken, nothing 
profitable kept back. Our Lord himſelf ſays, I 
% haye yet many things to ſay unto you, but ye 
* cannot bear them now: and Paul writes to 
ſome, who had as good an opinion of themſelves as 
numbers now have, and with almoſt as little reaſon, 
could not ſpeak unto you as unto ſpiritual, but 

eas unto carnal.—I have fed you with milk, and 
% not with. meat, for. hitherto ye were not able to 
«+ bear it; neither yet are ye now able :” and he 
gives a reaſon for this conduct, which proves that 
many in our congregations are not able; namely, 
the prevalence of. ſtrife and contention among 
them!. . 3 | - 

The truth is, many perſons would ſcarcely hear 
any thing except theſe dottrines : but though 1 
firmly believe them, and ſhould be glad for all real 
Chriſtians to have the comfort of them; yet, when 
they are digjointed from their practical influence, 
they form in my judgment a very ſmall part of 
_ Chriſtianity. If God be pleaſed to bleſs the word 
in bringing men to repentance, faith, and holineſs, 
to a Chriſhan hope, temper, and condutt ; we ſhall 
in general find it no hard matter to convince them 
that this is the fruit of electing love, and the ſure 
earneſt of eternal glory. And if a few do not ſee 
their privilege here, they will eternally rejoice in 

it hereafter. | 


2. God's ſecret purpoſes are conſiſtent with his 
revealed declarations: let then no ſinner vainly endea- 
vour to excuſe his ſins, or quiet his conſcience by 

an abuſe of theſe doctrines. Though the ſalvation of 
the righteous is wholly of the Lord; the damnation 

of the wicked is wholly of themſelves : and if the 
luſtre of theſe truths dazzles the eyes of ſome poor 
diſtreſſed fouls, ſome weak believers or enquirers ; 

—let them turn their attention to another part of di- 

| VV vine 
1 Cor. ii. 2 Peter iii. 16. 
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( 


( 
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vine truth. Still, ſtill this is true, * Every one that 
% aſketh receiveth, and he that feeketh findeth, and 


to him that knocketh it ſhall be opened.“ 


3. How careful ſhould we be to aſcertain the 
785 0 of our conver ton, before we take the com- 
ort of perſeverance | An error in this matter proves 
fatal to thouſands, who, miſtaking ſome tranſient 
emotions and affections for a ſaving change, bolſter 
up their hopes to the end by abuſing theſe truths, 
and periſh with a lie in their right hand. And let 
it be eſpecially obferved, that the ſcriptural way of 


making our calling and election ſure, is, by giving- 


all diligence, not only in the means of grace, but 
ns a hol eſs, and abounding in every 


good work *.. 


4. The native tendency of theſe doctrines, (as 
completely excluding boaſting, leading us to aſ- 
cribe all the glory, of contriving, preparing, reveal - 


ing, and applying falvation, wholly to God the 


his bleſſing on them. But * as the wrath of man 
_ © worketh not the righteouſneſs of God; we cer- 
tainly ſhould never flander, or revile others, or 
contend with acrimony ; or hold up an opponent. 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; and thus producing 
deeper humaliation, and infpiring velier gratitude, 
than any other ſcheme,) forms their chief excel- 
lency. Mid we entirely and conſtantly live under 


their influence, we could never deſpiſe others, 


admire and prefer ourſelyes, or be angry with ſuch 
as differed from us. We ſhould in meekneſs inſtruct 


thoſe who oppoſe. themſelves : we ſhould argue, 


perſuade, and exhort them ; becauſe theſe are the 
means God hath appointed, and we may hope for 


0 


We muſt receive God's promiſes in ſuch wiſe as 
they be generally ſet forth in holy Scripture : and in our 


* doings the will of God is to be followed, which we have 


* expreſsly declared unto us in the word of God,*(17 Art.) 


2 2 Peter i. 3=11, 


* 


3 
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to deriſion and contempt, whilſt with an air of 


conſcious ſuperiority (as if we had made our- 
s ſelves to differ“) we plumed ourſelves and our 

rty on pre-eminent diſcernment, if not integrity. 
Theſe are none of the means God hath appointed, 
nor can we expect a Wan on them; nor can 
they do any credit to the cauſe. 


＋ Take heed there fore beloved, that your zeal for 


the doctrine do not lead you into a ſpirit and con- 
duct diametrically oppoſite to that humility, com- 
aſhon, en ee and gentleneſs, which it is cal- 
culated to inſpire.— If Calviniſts diſpute with acri- 
mony; paſs hard cenſures, ſpread ſlanderous reports 
about others, judge another man's ſervants, and be 
quarrelſome and implacable; the doctrines they 
profeſs are not to blame, nor yet their belief of 
them; but their want of more inward holineſs, it 
indeed they be not belly unn Vet the 

cauſ. ers, and the truth is diſgraced through 
their. miſcondut: and one moderate man, who 
loves and is kind to Chriſtians, without reſꝑæ of 
and differs from his brethren peaceably and 


charitably, where conſtrained to differ; and who 


adorns his profeſſion by a holy life and converſa- 


tion, will do more eyen in bringing. others cordially 


and intelligently to embrace his ſentiments, than 


twenty angry. diſꝑutants who. humour the pride 


and the malignant paſſigns of their own party, but 
diſguſt aiid prejudice the minds of all who differ 
from them“ Put on, therefore, as the Elect of 
God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercy, kind- 
© neſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long. 
e ſuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving 


one another, if any man have a "re againſt 


any; even as Christ forgave you, fo alſo do ye.“ 
Neither let it be inferred from your conduct, that 
amidſt the zeal of Calviniſts for n others 
to their tenets, they are far leſs active in ſeeking 
the converſion and ſal vation of ſinners, than their 
| brethren: 


161 
drethren whom they call Arminians. If indeed we 
are true behevers, God hath made uſe of means 
and inſtruments to effeft the fecret purpoſes of his 
everlaſting love towards us: and what is there in 
our peculiar opinions, that ſhould render us leſs 
defirous of being his inſtruments in communicat- 
ing the ſame bleſſings to others; or leſs ſanguine 
wi our expeftanons of ſuecefs while uſing his ap- 
pointed means? And what other /{zmulus can we 
want to excite our moſt ſelf-denying, perilous, and 
zealous endeavours to ſpread his Goſpel, than the 
ſpecial diſtinguiſhing love of God our Saviour, 
fo freely ſhewn in delivering us from the wrath to 
come, and calling us to his eternal glory, by Jeſus 
Chriſt. our Lord. L 
Finally, my Brethren, if you have attained to 2 
ſcriptural affurance' of your calling and election, 
ive diligence to the full affurance of hope unto 
S end: remember. from what a dreadful ſtate you 
are ſo wonderfully delivered; how free to you 
what a | 


this deliverance ;: | price b cal your Ne-. 
deemer; and what he hath done for you, and prepared 
for you. While = rejoice in the Lord, rejoice 
likewife in your tribulations, and rejoice in the hope 
of the glory of God, in all your conflicts and tempta- 
tions: and let the love of Chriſt conſtrain you 
„to live no longer to yourſelves, but to him, who 
„ died for. you, and roſe again. Be ye there- 
fore ſtediaft, unmoveable, always abounding in: 
* the work of the Eord; foraſmuch as ye know 
g that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 
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